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Early Years Curriculum links to National Curriculum Science
The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) at St. Anne’s Primary School plays a pivotal role in laying the groundwork for a child's scientific understanding, fostering a natural curiosity about the world and the scientific processes that govern it. Science is covered in the ‘Understanding the World’ area of the EYFS Curriculum.  It is introduced indirectly through activities that encourage every child to explore, problem solve, observe, predict, think, make decisions and talk about the world around them. During their first years at school our children will explore creatures, people, plants and objects in their natural environments.  They will observe and manipulate objects and materials to identify differences and similarities.  They will also learn to use their senses. They will make observations of animals and plants and explain why some things occur and talk about changes. Children will be encouraged to ask questions about why things happen and how things work. Children will also be asked questions about what they think will happen to help them communicate, plan, investigate, record and evaluate findings. Activities in EYFS involve hands-on experiments, observations of the natural environment, and understanding of the wider world around them. These early experiences help children develop essential skills such as observation, questioning, and problem-solving, forming the basis for more structured scientific investigations in KS1 and KS2.  As children progress from EYFS to KS1 and KS2, the foundational knowledge gained during the early years at the school serves as a platform for deeper building of knowledge in concepts covered in the national curriculum. The initial learning introduced in EYFS on understanding of the world become building blocks for more advanced substantive knowledge developed across the national curriculum. The emphasis on curiosity and experimentation cultivates a positive attitude toward scientific exploration, encouraging children to ask questions, make predictions, and seek answers — skills that are integral to their ongoing working scientifically skills across the national curriculum.  In summary, EYFS plays a crucial role, sparking an early interest in science, laying the foundation for future scientific learning in primary education. The hands-on experiences and inquisitive approach fostered during the early years create a seamless transition, enabling children to build on their knowledge and skills as they progress through their scientific education journey. 

	How it is taught in EYFS
	Early Learning Goals that link
	You may see this is KS1
	You may see this in LKS2
	You may see this in UKS2

	· Exploring the natural world around them. 
· Noticing and learning about the different seasons. 
· Drawing plants and animals.
· Exploring how things work.
· Predicting what might happen next.  
· Learning about life cycles.
· Setting up science activities in continuous and enhanced provision e.g. floating and sinking activity, magnets etc.
· Sharing stories and non-fiction books about the weather / people and bodies.
· Recording data e.g. pictures, numbers, tally lines.
	Understanding the world 

The natural world
	· Explore the natural world around them, making observations and drawing pictures of animals and plants. 
· Know some similarities and differences between the natural world around them and contrasting environments, drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class.  
· Understand some important processes and changes in the natural world around them, including the seasons and changing states of matter.
	Plants: 
Plant seeds and care for growing plants. (EYFS – Plants)

Understand the key features of the life cycle of a plant and an animal. (EYFS – Plants)

Begin to understand the need to respect and care for the natural environment and all living things. (EYFS – Plants)

Explore the natural world around them. (EYFS – Living things and their habitats)

Recognise some environments that are different to the one in which they live. (EYFS – Living things and their habitats)

Animals including humans: 
Use all their senses in hands-on exploration of natural materials. (EYFS - Humans)

Name and describe people who are familiar to them. (EYFS - Humans)

Everyday materials:
Use all their senses in hands-on exploration of natural materials. (EYFS - Materials, including changing materials)

Explore collections of materials with similar and/or different properties. (EYFS - Materials, including changing materials)

Talk about the differences between materials and changes they notice. (EYFS - Materials, including changing materials)

Seasonal changes:
Understand the key features of the life cycle of a plant and an animal. (EYFS – Plants & Animals, excluding humans)

Explore the natural world around them. (EYFS – Seasonal changes)

Describe what they see, hear and feel whilst outside.  (EYFS – Seasonal changes)

Understand the effect of changing seasons on the natural world around them. (EYFS – Seasonal changes)

 
 
	Light (y3)
Explore how things work. (EYFS - Light)

Talk about the differences in materials and changes they notice. (EYFS - Light)

Describe what they see, hear and feel whilst outside. (EYFS - Light)

Forces and Magnets (y3)
Explore how things work. (EYFS - Forces)

Explore and talk about different forces they can feel. (EYFS - Forces)

Talk about the differences between materials and changes they notice. (EYFS - Forces)

Explore the natural world around them. (EYFS - Forces)

Describe what they see, hear and feel whilst outside. (EYFS - Forces)
Sound 
Explore how things work. (EYFS - Sound)

Describe what they see, hear and feel whilst outside. (EYFS - Sound)
Electricity (y4)
· Explore how things work. (EYFS - Electricity)


	Earth and Space (y5)
Explore the natural world around them. (EYFS - Earth and space)

Describe what they see, hear and feel whilst outside. (EYFS - Earth and space)

 

	
	Communication and language Speaking
	· Offer explanations for why things might happen, making use of recently introduced vocabulary from stories, nonfiction, rhymes and poems when appropriate.
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