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Aims 

• To clarify what phonics is and why it is important

• To introduce Monster Phonics and how it works

• To show you what a Monster Phonics lesson looks like

• To explain how you can support your child’s learning at home



Why are we having a 
phonics parent’s meeting?

• Phonics can seem complicated – we want to make sure you 
understand it so you can help your child

• Phonics is a very important part of your child’s education, they 
will do better if we work together



What is phonics?

Phonics is the relationship between letters and sounds. 

It is a method used to teach children to learn to read and spell.

Children are explicitly and systematically taught the correspondences between letters

and the sounds they make. 

They are taught to blend individual sounds together to read words and segment the 

sounds in a word to spell it by identifying the individual sounds in it and representing 

these sounds using the correct letters. 

Phonics is accepted as the most effective way to teach children to read and spell. 



Technical Vocabulary

Phonemes

These are the smallest units of sound in a word. 

There are 44+ phonemes in the English language.

Graphemes

A grapheme is a symbol of a phoneme i.e. a letter or group of 
letters. There are 144 common graphemes. 



Digraphs and trigraphs

A digraph is 2 letters making 1 sound e.g. sh (ship)

A trigraph is 3 letters making 1 sound e.g. igh (light)

A quadgraph is 4 letters making 1 sound e.g. eigh (weight)

Split vowel digraphs

They work in the same way as a digraph eg ie in tie but are split 
by 1 consonant as in time or tile



Blending and Segmenting

Blending means putting sounds together, we use this to help us 
read.  

Segmenting means breaking words down into their

sounds, we use this to help us spell.



What is Monster Phonics?

• Monster Phonics is our phonics programme

• Monster Phonics is systematic, progressive, fun and easy to 
understand due to the monsters!

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7sYzGJ1LeDQ

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7sYzGJ1LeDQ


How do the monsters help?

• As we have mentioned there are 44+ sounds (phonemes) in 
the English language and they can be spelt in 144 different 

ways (graphemes).

• For example, the long vowel sound A has several different 
graphemes – a (acorn), a-e (cake), play (ay), ai (train),

• The monsters categorise sounds into 10 simple groups 
(characters). 

• In addition to this, each group is colour coded.

• Monster phonics books use this code to support early reading.



Let’s meet the monsters!























Classroom Environment







What does a Monster Phonics lesson look like? 



Monster Phonic Books
• The children read Monster Phonic books that only contain 

graphemes and words the children have already learnt making  
these books fully accessible for children.

• In school, the children read a book closely matched to their 
reading level every week



Reading with your child at home…

• Reception Class children are initially given a Monster 
Phonic Foundation Book 

• When your child begins to accurately blend and segments 
words in school they will begin to bring home Stage 1 
Monster Phonic books



Reading at home…

• In Key Stage One your child will be assessed each half term in 
order to closely match their reading ability to a Monster Phonic 
Stage.

• The aim is that your child can read 90% of the words in their 
books fluently and are therefore able to celebrate their reading 
ability with you at home.

• We encourage children to read at least four times a week at 
home.



Any questions?

• Please feel free to ask now.

• Alternatively, all members of staff are more than happy to 
spend time answering any questions or queries you have. 

• Please just speak to them before or after school and a time can 
be arranged. 

Thank you for your time and support. 


