Class 5 Newsletter
Spring 2026

Welcome back to St Anne’s and Happy New Year! 

I hope you have all had a lovely holiday and are refreshed and ready for learning. I’m really excited to be teaching you this year.

Daily / Weekly Routines:
• From 8:45am each morning a member of staff is on duty out in the playground. The whistle will be blown for the children to line up and children will be taken into their classes by their class teacher. The bell will sound at 8:50am to signal the start of the day.
• Once inside the classroom, the children should quickly sort out their belongings before settling down to a short morning activity.
• The children will attend a daily worship in the school hall or at church.
• Our PE days are Monday and Tuesday. Therefore, on these days children should come to school wearing jogging bottoms, a blue St. Anne’s t-shirt (no football shirts please) and pumps or trainers. In cooler weather, please provide your child with a navy/black tracksuit (no logos) for outdoor PE. See website for details.
• If your child likes playing on the field, please can they bring a pair of shoes they can change into for inside use. 
Please note that for health and safety reasons children must remove all jewellery for PE sessions. This includes stud earrings so it is advisable for your child to avoid wearing earrings to school on PE days. Long hair must be tied back.

Personal Belongings:
 • The children will need to bring a filled water bottle each day that goes home to be washed each day (juice drink is only allowed at lunchtime). Please ensure that water bottles are labelled with your child’s name.
• A healthy snack can be brought for break time. No nuts - we are a nut free school.
• Please ensure that all items of clothing are named including PE kits and jumpers/cardigans. 
• Reading book and reading record will be needed in school every day. They will be used within the classroom for daily reading and will have their usernames and passwords in them. 
• Maths homework book/Home learning book. 

All other equipment will be provided by school so please do not send your child in with any extra items from home such as pencil cases.

Reading
At St Anne’s, we really value the power of reading and how reading will help them to ‘magpie’ new vocabulary, figurative language and story ideas, to become a confident and skilled writer. All children will be issued with a reading record, where they will be expected to record reflections about the books they have read. In order for the children to benefit from this, we run Remarkable Readers.

A remarkable reader is a child who reads at least 4 times a week at home (signed by an adult) to get a stamp in their reading record. In the final week of each half term a reward activity is planned for children completing 4 reads a week consecutively for each half term.


Homework
Homework club is accessible to children on Thursday and Friday lunch times. 
• Learning Log tasks – These are linked to our topic area and will be issued at the start of each term in the form of a menu. There is an expectation that three tasks are completed per half term. Learning log tasks allow the children to make choices about the direction of their learning and how they want to present it – Your child will have a menu to stick into their learning log book. 
• Spellings –These will be sent home on a Friday every week and your child will be asked to learn spellings involving a particular spelling rule, ready for a weekly test on a Friday. On occasions, your child will be asked to learn tricky words which do not easily follow a spelling rule/pattern. These words and spelling patterns are taken from the National Curriculum. 
• Maths - A piece of maths homework will be set each Friday, this will consolidate the maths learning covered during the week. These are to be completed as written calculations in their yellow maths homework books. It should be returned by the following Friday ready for marking.

Please see the breakdown below for what we are learning this term.

If you have any questions please come and speak to me. Also keep an eye on the class page of the website for any updates and photographs. 

I’ll send any communication via an in-app message, or an email, in Arbour.

Messages from home and other information should be sent into school in the usual way.

Thank you for your support in my first term at St Anne’s. I look forward to meeting and working with you all.

Mrs Marshall

	Spring Term Topic – Egyptians
(Main subject focus – history.)

	Focus Texts
	· Secrets of a Sun King – Emma Carroll 
· Egyptian Cinderella – Shirley Climo

	English
	· Diary entry
· Biography
· Information text 
· Instructions

	Maths
	· Multiplication & Division
· Fractions
· Decimals & Percentages
· Perimeter & area
· Statistics

	Science
	· Forces  
· Living things and their habitats

	History
	Range and depth of historical knowledge:
· Study different aspects of different people - differences between men and women (Pharaohs and Gods) 
· Examine causes and results of great events and the impact on people (Howard Carter in discovering the tomb of  Tutankhamun) 
· Compare life in early and late 'times' studied  
· Compare an aspect of life with the same aspect in another  period (mummification)

	Geography
	Locational knowledge:
· Name and locate the countries and  cities of the world in Africa. 
· Identify the human and physical characteristics - including mountains and rivers. 
· Linking with History, compare land use maps of UK from past with the present, focusing on land use. 

Place knowledge:
· Understand some of the reasons for  geographical similarities and differences between countries  (Africa) 
· Geographical skills and fieldwork – Use the eight points of a compass, four-figure grid references, symbols and key (including the use of Ordnance Survey maps) to build their knowledge of the United Kingdom in the past and present. 

Physical geography:
· Human geography including trade between UK and Europe and ROW. 
· Fair/unfair distribution of resources  (Fairtrade).

	Computing
	· Spring 1 - Programming A – Selection in physical programming  
· Spring 2 - Data and information – Flat-file databases

	Art
	· Typography  
· Artists: Louise Fili, Grayson Perry, Paula Scher & Chris Kenny

	DT
	· Electrical systems – Design, make and evaluate a crumble kit  (linked to computing lessons) 
· Mechanisms – Design, make an evaluate a pulley system (linked  to science lessons)

	PE
	· Invasion games – Dodgeball
· Gymnastics
· Dance

	RE
	· What can we learn from great leaders and inspiring examples in today’s world?
· Value focus – forgiveness

	MFL - French
	· At home
· Clothes

	PSHE - Jigsaw
	· Dreams and Goals
· Healthy Me

	Music
	· Ukulele



Please see the school calendar, on the website, for any upcoming events.



